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CORONAVIRUS 
Statement 

HON PIERRE YANG (South Metropolitan) [6.27 pm]: According to official figures, novel coronavirus has 
killed over 1 115 people and infected more than 45 000 people worldwide. This virus has forced many cities and 
towns in China into lockdown and also spurred many countries around the world into taking drastic but necessary 
measures to ensure the containment of this virus. This virus has also affected Australia significantly. In total, there 
are 15 confirmed cases in Australia and, as of tonight, 15 Australians on board the Diamond Princess cruise ship 
have been diagnosed with it, which is a significant jump on the four cases that were last reported. 

I pray for those who have died from this disease and those who have died who were not recorded in the official 
figures because they were not diagnosed prior to their unfortunate demise. I express my deepest sympathy to their 
families for their loss. I also pray for a quick recovery for those who have fallen ill. 

It is important to remember that at this stage there is no confirmed case in Western Australia. Our health system 
and hospitals are well prepared to deal with this situation. The Minister for Health, Roger Cook, and WA’s 
Chief Health Officer, Dr Andrew Robertson, provided a briefing for all MPs yesterday and re-emphasised that 
WA is well prepared. 

The economic impact of this disease on Australia will be significant. After the devastating bushfires in the eastern 
states and in parts of WA, the coronavirus outbreak will put further strain on the Australian economy. 

There is another front of worrying developments in our community. Incidents of racism directed at Australians of 
Asian heritage have emerged over the past couple of months. On Friday last week, I was told that a family in Perth 
had been targeted by recent attacks with words such as “Virus: Keep Out” spray-painted on their driveway, and 
their cars vandalised. It was disappointing to hear that. I was dismayed to hear of it and could not imagine how they 
would have felt when this happened to them. The police responded swiftly. Their neighbours behaved beautifully 
and supported them and went through a few things with them. They were in full support of that family. In fact, 
I decided to raise a bit more awareness about this situation on social media platforms. Within a few days, the post 
reached over 12 000 people and had nearly 6 000 engagements. The responses from people of all backgrounds 
were overwhelmingly positive, and condemned the attacks that were based on this family’s racial heritage. I want 
members to know also that Hon Matthew Swinbourn was one of the first people to respond to the post and I want 
to thank him for his support. These positive comments are proving time and again that Australians believe in 
equality, fairness, compassion and kindness. 

I want to echo the words of support from the Prime Minister, Scott Morrison; the federal health minister, Greg Hunt; 
Australia’s Chief Medical Officer, Professor Brendan Murphy; our Premier, Mark McGowan; and the Leader of 
the House, Hon Sue Ellery, for Australians of Asian heritage in recent days. During this period, it is important to 
remember that our national concern should be the virus, not Australians of any particular heritage. There is no 
place for racism in Western Australia and in Australia. As Premier Mark McGowan said the other day, this is 
a time for support, not for discrimination. 

House adjourned at 6.32 pm 
_______ 
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